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Conference 2010 Presenter BIO
S

Rusty Keeler - Planet Earth Playscapes, Spencer, N
Y, U

SA
Rusty Keeler is an artist / designer w

ith a unique sensitivity to the sights, 
sounds and experiences of childhood. H

e has a deep belief in the beauty 
and im

portance of play in the developm
ent of children and his designs 

reflect his sincere desire to create a m
ore beautiful w

orld in w
hich to grow

 
and explore. Rusty w

orks throughout the w
orld creating play environm

ents
for children and lectures at colleges and conferences internationally. 
H

e is the author of the book N
atural Playscapes.

Ken Finch -  President &
 Founder of G

reen H
earts Institute, 

N
ebraska, U

SA
 

Ken is the president and founder of green hearts institute for nature in 
childhood. A

 young non-profit conservation organization dedicated to 
restoring and strengthening the bonds betw

een children and nature. 
Based in O

m
aha, N

ebraska, U
SA

, green hearts provides educational 
advocacy about the value of nature play, as w

ell as providing training and 
consulting services nationw

ide helping fam
ilies and organizations 

(including early childhood organisations) to bring children and nature 
back together. 

Ken has spent 36 years in the environm
ental education profession, 

w
orking prim

arily w
ith early childhood and elem

entary-age students. 
H

e holds a m
aster’s degree in environm

ental education, and is a past 
national president of the association of nature center adm

inistrators. 
D

uring his long career he has supervised three nature centers, overseen 
tw

o nature-and-science-based preschools, and has served as a senior 
m

anager in tw
o children’s m

useum
s. Ken is a cham

pion for com
bining 

the strengths of the early childhood and environm
ental education fields.

Keynote speech:
"Frequent, nature-based play has been show

n to be the m
ost com

m
on 

influence on the developm
ent of life-long conservation values. A

t the 
sam

e tim
e, it is a near-perfect fit w

ith the full spectrum
 of the 

developm
ental needs of young children: physical, em

otional, social, 
creative, and intellectual. presenter ken finch w

ill share these 
understandings, augm

ented w
ith a good dose of anecdotes and 

-- hopefully -- your ow
n stories!  

 
 

 
 

 
 

... 

Keynote Speakers:
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ental educator and nature center leader in the 
U

nited States, and now
 leads green hearts, a sm

all nonprofit that is 
dedicated to restoring and strengthening the bonds betw

een children 
and nature.

G
ibbs M

urray
Lecturer, Visual A

rts, N
orthtec, W

hangarei, N
Z

M
urray is a sculptor w

ho has lectured in Australia and currently at 
N

orthland Polytech in Visual A
rts.

H
is art practice explores the m

em
ory of place and the relationship 

betw
een the natural and m

anm
ade landscapes.

G
uiney Sue

D
ip Tchg (ECE), Kindergarten teacher, W

hangarei, N
Z

Sue is a qualified kindergarten teacher w
ho w

as recently aw
arded the 

Kauri Scholarship, w
here she visited M

indstretchers in Scotland.
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Presenters:

A
plin D

ean
N

aturePlay N
Z. Environm

ental educator&
 O

utdoor instructor, N
Z

D
ean has been in love w

ith the outdoors and nature from
 a very young 

age. For over 10 years now
 he has been taking N

ew
 Zealanders into nature 

as a professional O
utdoor Instructor &

 Environm
ental Educator.

D
eans expertise are in developing hum

an potential particularly in a team
 

environm
ent. H

e has developed unique leadership training and team
 

developm
ent program

m
es w

ith corporate and senior secondary students 
utilizing the natural w

orld as the teacher.
A

s a tertiary lecturer in outdoor education he is m
ost interested in training 

the trainer to access the natural w
orld w

ith people of all ages. Teaching 
skills in outdoor safety m

anagem
ent ( risk m

anagem
ent) is a strength. 

W
ith over 10 years traveling to interesting places m

ost people leave alone, 
he is sim

ply
a practical guy w

ho has built  his ow
n hom

e from
 natural m

aterials, and 
enjoys m

aking, creating, and solving problem
s w

ith natural tim
bers and 

his ow
n hands N

aturePlay N
Z

Brow
nlie Pennie

Babyw
ise, Accom

plished author &
 early childhood educator, N

Z

Pennie is in love w
ith Life - the ants, the trees, the w

inds, the w
aves, tuis, 

cockroaches ... all of it. H
er passion is to ponder on the m

iracle of these 
N

atural Phenom
ena

V3
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G
entry A

nna, 
N

aturePlay N
Z, D

ip Tch, Bed, ECE facilitator, Environm
ental educator, N

Z 

There hasn’t been a tim
e in A

nna's life w
hen she has not had nature beside 

her. H
er life tim

e includes a great passion for creativity and design, the 
earth and plants, horses and people.
A

ll her w
orking life has involved educating young people through nature 

and/ or adventures in nature. A
 trained and experienced teacher, lecturer 

and m
other she takes on her role w

ith a huge sense of responsibility for the 
w

ellbeing of our children and earth.
H

er current w
ork takes her into early childhood centres providing 

w
orkshops, training &

 in centre support.
W

hen not educating or being a m
um

 she enjoys playing w
ith her herd of 

horses naturally and w
orking w

ith sacred m
aori plant m

edicine to restore 
balance and harm

ony to people and the planet. N
aturePlay N

Z

G
reenfield Cheryl 

Program
m

e Leader of the Bachelor of Education (Early Childhood Teaching) at 
M

anukau Institute of Technology (M
IT), N

Z

Cheryl G
reenfield is Program

m
e Leader of the Bachelor of Education 

(Early Childhood Teaching) at M
anukau Institute of Technology (M

IT).  
Cheryl‘s research has included children’s intersubjectivity and children’s 
perceptions of outdoor play. She has com

pleted her M
asters of Education 

thesis on children’s and adults’ perceptions on being outside. 
Cheryl is w

idely published on a range of subjects including the outdoors 
and has presented her research internationally. She is a strong advocate 
for children’s right to freely access optim

al early childhood outdoor 
environm

ent; setting up and coordinating an O
utdoor Reference G

roup 
for five years. This group has engaged in a range of projects to prom

ote 
optim

al outdoor spaces/places.

H
oltom

 Jonny, 
Early Childhood Educator, Childspace, W

ellington, N
Z

M
y nam

e is Jonny H
oltom

 and m
y involvem

ent in Early Childhood 
Education began w

hen I joined the Childspace team
 3 ½

 years ago. I have 
been lucky enough to have engaged m

any aspects of the profession from
 

teaching to environm
ent design to a fusion of both. I have becom

e a 
regular contributor to the ECE publication Space M

agazine w
hich provides 

a w
ider forum

 in w
hich to com

m
unicate m

y experiences and passion for 
strengthening children’s relationships w

ith the natural w
orld
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O
ltm

an M
arcie

an Early Childhood N
ature Education Specialist from

 M
inneapolis, U

SA
 

M
urphy A

nna 
Eco Solutions, W

hangarei, N
Z

A
nna teach’s environm

ental education in schools w
ith a focus on w

aste 
m

inim
isation at hom

e and at school. O
ur program

m
e aim

s to prom
ote 

sustainable living by teaching about reduce, reuse, recycle and 
com

posting.

V3

M
arcie O

ltm
an is an Early Childhood N

ature Education Specialist from
 

M
inneapolis, M

N
, U

SA
. Recently, she served as the D

irector of Early 
Childhood Education at Schlitz Audubon N

ature Center in M
ilw

aukee, W
I, 

overseeing the expansion and restructuring of the early childhood nature 
education departm

ent. Previously, she w
as the D

irector of Tam
arack 

N
ature Center W

hite Bear Tow
nship, M

N
 w

here she oversaw
 the 

developm
ent of a m

ulti-year project designed to transform
 Tam

arack 
from

 a traditional nature center w
ith a cognitive approach to environ-

m
ental education tow

ards an interdisciplinary center that encourages 
visitors to discover the value of nature through art, play, exploration, and 
inquiry. She is also the creator and designer for Tam

arack’s natural play 
area, The W

ild Place and M
y N

ature Preschool.
M

arcie is the founding chair of the M
innesota Early Childhood 

Environm
ental Education Consortium

 and editor of N
atural W

onders: A
 

G
uide to Early Childhood for Environm

ental Educators. She has also 
published articles Environm

ental Education at the Early Childhood Level, 
Legacy, and Cooperative Learning m

agazines. M
arcie has a BA

 in Biology, 
and M

S in Environm
ental Education and is a state certified early childhood 

educator w
ith an M

. Ed in Early Childhood Education.
... M

ate Poa &
 A

ggie W
ynyard

M
okopuna o M

oerew
a Early Childhood Education and Care Centre M

oerew
a N

Z

The nurture of children has traditionally been the responsibility of w
om

en. 
This N

ikau w
orkshop allow

s you to explore the sim
ilarities of how

 this 
rakau A

taw
hai (nurtures) it’s young to blossom

 like our tam
ariki/M

okopuna.
There are m

any uses that the N
ikau can be used w

ithin our Kohungahunga
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... M
arcie is also a principal in the exhibit design/build firm

 Kidzibits, LLC. in 
M

inneapolis w
here she develops exhibits for children’s m

useum
s and 

nature centers around the country and serves as a consultant on exhibit 
and building design, early childhood outdoor environm

ents and early 
childhood environm

ental curricula.

Sunlight M
andy, 

Tutor in flax w
eaving, a tikanga (protocols) M

aori perspective at m
araes, N

Z

Kia ora, ko M
andy Sunlight taku ingoa. I am

 a pakeha w
ith seven children 

w
hose w

hakapapa to Te H
ikutu hapu, H

okianga. I have been w
eaving for 

over 25 years, and pass on m
y skills and know

ledge through tutoring from
 

a tikanga ( protocols ) M
aori perspective at m

arae throughout N
orthland 

w
ith support from

 kaum
atua and kuia ( elders ).

I have been invited by the British M
useum

 in July 2010 to tutor flax 
w

eaving and research taonga ( treasures ) M
aori held in the archives over 

there. This is a practise base know
ledge recovery process w

ith the 
dissem

ination of process’ and practises the research outcom
e.  Recently 

I have been involved in the M
okopuna O

ra Project w
eaving w

ahakura 
(safe sleeping baskets ) for M

aori babies at risk of SID
S 

(Sudden Infant D
eath Syndrom

e ), the ongoing result of colonisation. 
I have a relaxed and easy teaching style. 

Sim
peringham

 G
enevieve, 

Peaceful Parenting Institute, N
Z

Peaceful Parenting

Petrenko Linda, 
D

ip Tch ECE, BEd., N
Z

O
w

ner and team
 leader at Sm

all Kauri Early Childhood Education Centre, 
M

angere Bridge M
anukau.

Linda began her teaching at M
ount A

lbert Kindergarten in Auckland 
City in 1975, w

hich w
as in an historic building located w

ithin a public 
park.  This build on her love of the outdoors, allow

ing for the keeping of 
ducks, chooks, rabbits, guinea pigs and a lam

b.
Linda has been in education for 30 som

ething years, involving lecturing, 
playcentre, kindergartens and all day centres.

O
pen Spaces Staff, 

Senior Educators at O
pen Spaces Preschool, N

Z 
O

pen Spaces Preschool Academ
y - G

lenbervie
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A
nnem

arie Zw
ack, 

Visual A
rtist, Zw

ackA
rt, Spencer N

Y, U
SA

 

A
nnem

arie Zw
ack is a visual artist w

ho w
orks in a variety of m

edia. 
She also w

orks extensively in schools w
ith a variety of age groups. 

Projects range from
 paperm

aking, bookm
aking, draw

ing, sculpting w
ith 

clay, m
ural painting, m

osaics, to quilting. She also w
orks w

ith natural 
m

aterials such as sculpting w
ith cob, and m

aking fairy huts.  H
er goals 

are to help children and adults express them
selves through art. She 

believes all people possess artistic creativity and w
orks to help groups tap 

into it. She lives in the countryside of upstate N
Y, U

SA
. W

hen not w
orking 

on art, you’ll likely find Zw
ack collaborating w

ith her husband on their 
garden, talking to her chickens, or if the m

oon is full, enjoying a sauna w
ith 

friends. 
Find exam

ples of her w
ork at w

w
w

.Zw
ackA

rt.com
 or on her blog 

Zw
ackA

rt.blogspot.com


